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A song of dust unfolding 
for solo flute 

by Bonnie Mcalvin

Notes on performance: 

“A song for dusk unfolding” is a work for standard open-hole flute, that makes extensive use of the 
special technique of multiphonics.  To achieve the desired result, the multiphonics should be tuned to 
one another, and the pitches that form the multiphonics should be vivid and salient.   

The fingerings are provided under each multiphonic; if a better fingering produces the same interval/
same pitches/in the same octave, it can be substituted.  Alternative fingerings can be found using 
Andrew Botros’ virtual flute app at https://flute.fingerings.info. 

The symbols in the fingerings are as follows: 

      = open the key all the way 

      = close the key all the way 

      = close the key, but vent the open hole by some amount 

When fingerings are vented, the flutist must experiment with different amounts of venting.  Some 
vented fingerings work best by opening the entire vent hole, and others by venting just a tiny bit, and 
that tiny bit might be to the far left of the hole, or it might be to the far right, etc.  Venting might also 
affect the two pitches differently, but a magical spot can be found for the finger that will allow both 
pitches to sing. 

The fingering for A#/C#, marked with an asterisk (*) is produced by controlling the left hand thumb 
key with the tip of the thumb (rather than the inside, fatty part of the thumb, as in traditional playing).  
By using the tip of the thumb, the key can be opened halfway, or some amount less than completely 
open.  The A#/C# multiphonic will emerge when the key is approximately halfway opened (as long as 
the correct air speed and angles of blowing are found). 

Many helpful tools regarding multiphonics, venting technique, and creating complex airstreams for 
multiphonics are available at the composer’s website.  In addition, the composer is happy to help when 
possible; her contact info can be found at www.bonniemcalvin.net.
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Slowly and freely, legato
In many shades of dusk
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